











style of the author, the story 1s utterly bereft of plot, and
exhibits certain crudities of execution. There are simply
two main characters, neither one very well drawn, hrcn the
extra-terrestrial and Gordon Aller the earthman, each exper-
iencing an environment totally outside the sensory 1limit-
ations of the other. PROOF 1s an extremely simple philo-
sophical exerclse by Clement, a story of a type Arthur Jean
Cox would call anecdotal, the object of which 1is to mske a
point or demonstrate en 1dea, here that of different uni-
verses physically congruent whose differentiation hinges
upon unlike sets of senses.

Clement's next- story, TECHNICAL ERROR, in many respects
one of his best efforts, is s further and very special devel-
opment of this double vliewpoint. Most remarkable is the fact
that, while the second viewpoint 1s a vital part of the
story, at no time 1s that viewpolnt directly presented --
that 1s to say, the reader 1s never actually written into
the second viewpoint. But for this it would be possible to
evaluate TECHNICAL ERROR as simply another -- if somewhat
above average -- man-versus-technical-problem yarn. For it
1s the representation of that other culture, by inference
and evidence only, that gives to the story such impact and
such unearthly reality. iwo cultural -- more accurately, two
technological ~-- patterns, millenia apart in time, lnextric-
ably involved with one another, experlencing absolutely no
intentional opposition to one another, yet locked in this
intense intellectual battle. Although the reader may ac-
tually see the story only through one written viewpoint, 1t
is the ever -present though unwritten other viewpoint that
provides the sense of conflict.

TROJAN.FALL, Clement's next, makes use of author omnis-
clence, as commented upon eariier. Clement explored this
mechanism for the slmple reason that he had as protagonist a
somewhat unsavory character and an ignorant one. These are
characterisyics difficult to display 1In a short story by any
other method than author omniscience. Also, and as import-
ant, the use of this secondary viewpoint was necessary so
that the reader could be provided with the correct inform-
ation which was inaccessible to the unlearned primery char-
acter. We s@all see that thls is a prime factor in Clement's
stories -- that the reader must have the correct information.

A year and more passed before Clement appeared agaln,
this time with UNCOMMON SENSE, in which story he for the
first time attains his full stride. It 1s a most remarkable
short story based on an exceedingly ingenious idea. Here we
begin to see the Clement of later years, his storlies packed
with 1infinite and fascinating detall. Here Clement the
author, 1n his role as omiscient second viewpoint, draws
back at one point and exclaims:

"Don't ask why he took so long. You may think that
the terrific adaptability evidenced by those strange eyes
would be clue enough; or perhaps you may be in a mood to
excuse him. Columbus probably excused those of his
friends who failed to solve the egg problem.”

Which is by way of belng as good a commentary on Clem-
ent's stories as could be imagined. Essentlally they are
aclentific mystery stories, scientifle problems which, in
most cases, the sclentifically or technically trained reader
should be able to solve. In UNCOMMON SENSE, for example, all
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Fantasy and Science Fiction Books at Bargain frices.

Niel De Jack, 1013 31lst St. South Bend 15, Inde

Following are mint with dust Jackets: L.00 each or 3 for 2.50

Van Vogt-World of A. Farley-THE RADIC MAN. Weinbaum-MARTIAM ODYSSEY
Smith-Spacehounds of IPC. Leinster-SIDEWISE IN TIME. Wright-WORLD BELO
Marguiles-FRON OFF THIS WORLD.Hall-YeopleOF THE COMET. Heinlein-Man
WHO SOLD THE MOON. Keller-LIFE EVERLASTING.Marguilles-BEST STF STORY
FOLLOWING ARE AT rRICES NOTED: good to fine copiles

Mitchell-Last American 50¢ Marcelein-Uanape Vert 50¢ Smith-Venus
Bquilateral- 75¢ Jones-reabody's lermaid-50¢ Hunt-Night Music 50¢
Lowndes-The Lodger 40{ Maxon-Waltz og VYeath 40¢ Stoker-bracula 40¢
Wwilidiams-All Hollows Hve 1.00 Friend-nid from Mars 50¢ Bennett-
Doctor to the Uead 75¢ Stevenden-Dr. Jeckyll 40¢ Rohmer-white Velvet 6
Slan-Van Vogt mintd.w. 2,50 Wandrie-Eye and the Finger 2.50 mint d.w,
Long-Hounds of Tindealos mint d.w. 2,00 Kline -Call of the Savage

mint d.w. 2.25 Baily-illgrims Thru Space & Time mint d.w. 2.75

Smith-Genius Loci mint d.w. # 1.75 MerritteFox Woman mént 2.50
Snell-White owl 50¢ Restless leads-tahell S0¢ Castle-Star Dreamer
60¢ Smith-Bishopc Jaepers 50¢ roe-kurders in the Rue korgue-45¢
Derleth-Something Near mint d.w. 3,00 Karig-4otz 50¢ Werfel-Star

of the Unborn 1,50 Wise-Tales of Lerror and Supernatural mint 1.50

Burroughs~tscape on Wenus-mint first d.,w. 1.88 -Beast s of Tarzan
45¢ Tarzan the Untamed first good 60¢ Beckford-Vathek 1.35 Ashbury
Devil of reil LIngl.25 Slan-Van Vogt 4 parts from ASF bound in book
foom 2,00 rratt-kr/ “impet 504 Marcelein-Beast of the Hatian Hills
75¢ Crawford-wWitch of rrague 45¢ North-Spcak of the Vevil 1.50
Lazarve-Tales of Hoffman 2.00 Howells- Sha-es That naunt the Lusk

50¢ Stoker-Lady of the ShrouBl 75¢ Smith-Glorious rool 50¢ Lawson=-

wp, WAimer 50¢ Bain-Diglt of the No-n 75¢ Begoumn-Bison of Clay 50¢

Blackwood~Jimbo 60¢ Stockton-Ureat “ar Syndicate 50¢ McCardle-The

Unforeseen 50¢ harloff-Tales of Yerror 50¢ iwuller-Invasion of Americe
50¢ White-Listress iashams Repnse 50¢ Swem-Werewolf 50¢ Benson-

The Inheritor 60¢ Encore-hethin s the Lady 50¢ Van 4ile-rerkins the
Fakesr 50¢ Wright-Wenceance of Gwa 757/ Smith-Night Lif e of the
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Rohner-Dope 50¢ torbes-liirror for Witches 75¢ Wrijght-Wabeno the
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SPECIAL OFFERS ON OLD BOOKS Il NEW COKDITICN

Because of some fortunate purcheses recently in parge quantites
on new books, we sre able to offer some really fine titles, many of which
are now quite acarce, at very reasoneble prices. Plentiful supply on all
tities,

E. R, Eddison
LISTRESS OF ['ISTRLSSES: Publiched by the E.P. Dutton Co. of ll.Y. in 1935
451pp with mape, Dramatis Personse etc. Beautiful thick tell volume.
A work of great megnitude and conceptions, truly remerkable in ite
uniqueness. In some ways e successor to the tremendously femous
"yorm Ouroborus", Kew coples $4.00 Each

DAVID H. KELLER
TE: ETERNAL CONFLICT: Likited edition of 400 copies published by Prime Press.
Now out of print. All numbered end signed by the author, Beautifully
boxed and printed on reg paper. In every way deluxe. Orifinelly sold
for 3.,50. New copies now for $2.75 Each “
4
TEL _I_fDY DECIDESt The compenion limited edition to the ebove volume. Also
00 copies nu.bered and signed. Identicel volume boxed. Both tell and
stately volumes, COrigénally $3.50 Now $2.75

BOTH OF THe ABOVE VOLUMES FOR §$5.00  PLENTIFUL SUPPLY ,
4

JOHN J. LEYER
TEe MENTCR, R TEIRTLEN SECONDS THAT ROCKED THE WORLD Putliched by Henkle
OF NoY. inl935 205pp in attrective jacket. A novel of world domination
by the sclentists of the world acting es & body. In its final outcoune,
a Utopian novel as well ss s technocratic one. New Coples $1.25 Each

TRY AUOTHIR WORLD CR TEE IIMORTAL TALLS OF JOE SEAUM Publiched by the Business
Bourse of N.Y, in 1942, 25€ pages. An interplenetary novel of the future
that considers the possible future destiny of the earth. & highly unusuel
tale., New copies $1.25 Each

BOTH OF TEE ABOV:L VOLUES FOR $2.25 PLENT IFUL SUPPLY

STRINGER, ARTHUR
TEE WU AN WEO COULIN'T DIE Published by Bobbe-lierrill of Indianapolis in 1929
Very sttractive jacket. 315 pages. A tale of a woman of the encient
vikinge encased in ice and brought to life today. uxciting tale.
New coples $2.50 Each ~IMITED SUPPLY

ERTZ,SUSAI
WOMAN ALIVE: Published by Appleton Century of New York in 1936, Beautiful
silver Foil jacket. New copies. 219 pages. Illustrated. A novel of
the last living women on Eerth. New Copies §1.50 LINITED SUPPLY

BLAKER ,RICHARD
THL NEEDLE-WATCEER: Published by Doubelday Doran of N.Y. in 1932. 5U1 pages.
‘ew coples. An uausual novel of Japan in the 17th (entury via e wendering
Sesmen, wrecked on the shore. Borderline tele, quite scarce. $2.50












the lot, "The Blue Star" by ¥letcher Pratt, previously un-
published story of a strange but well and thoroughly con-
structed culture and what lir. Ciardi terms the witch-of-dil-
emna, the unwilling witch. The entire volume is eloquent
testimonial for what may be done Dby ingenious writers with
what critics are wont to term "a fresh approach" to subject
matter we'd thought about exhausted.

Those interested in Cybernetics should write to the Jos-
lah kacy, Jr., Foundation at F. O. Box 575, Packanack Lane,
N. J., requesting information on their publications on the
subject (and if you do, will you mention SFA, please?) The
Foundation sponsors anmual conferences on cybernetics and a
number of other subjects, mostly of a medical nature.

<uoting Dr. Frank Fremont-Smith, Medical Director at the
Foundation, "We are interested, first of all, in furthering
knowledge about cybernetics, end to this end the participants
were brought together to exchange ideas, experilences, dats,
and methods. In addition to this particular goal, however,
there 1s a further, and perhaps more fundamental, aim which
is shared by ell our conference groups: the promotion of
meaningful ccrumnication between sclentific dis@iplines."

An estimate of the thoroughness of their approach to
these tasks may by gained by noting the list of participants
in the cybernetics conferences, which includes Nortert Wiener,
Claude Shannon, I. A. Richards, John Von Neunann, F. S. C.
Northrop, Margaret Mead, and many others repfesenting the
social, biologlcal, and physical sciences. Transactions of
the sixth, seventh, and eighth conferences (1949, '50, -and
'51) have been published and are available at $3.50, $3.50,
and $4.00, resp. The first volume is paper-bound, the other
two are clcth; 209, 251, and 240 pages.

Arthur Louls Joquel II's THE CHALLENGE OF SPACE is pub-
lished by House-Warven but distributed by Chaillenger Research
Institute (5912 Tujunga Avenue, North Hollywood, Calif; 224
pPp., illustrated with numerous photographs, $4.00). A series
of unusual essays on a varlety of subjects; see ads in SFA
January or March this year for chapter titles. The approach
i1s mystical.

New American Library offers revised versions of two
worthy titles, George Gamow's THE BIRTH AND DEATH OF THE SUN
(213 pp. ond index; 1llustrated with numerous drawings and
fourteen pages of photographs; 1940, 1952; 35¢) and GOOD
RoADIMNG, A Gulide to the iorld's Best Books prepared by the
Committee on College Reading. To catalog the contents of
thls volume would mean reprinting it. I find among its re-
commendations so many titles I've enjoyed that I'm convinced
it's a noteworthy aid to selection in fieids of my interest.
Thumb through it at your newsstand; you'll soon see if it
has anything to offer you. The mention of bocks published
this year and the inclusion of a sectlon on sclence filction
(by J.0. Bailey, author of Pilgrims Through Space and Time )
indicate the modernity of the revision.

Five more Juveniles come from winston: MIST OF DAWN by
Chad Oliver, VAULT OF THE AGES by Poul Anderson, ISLANDS IN
THE SKY by Arthur C. Clarke, ROCKET JOCKEY by Philip St. John,
and SONS OF THE OCEAN DEEPS by Bryce Walton. Each is $2.00.

' The 1952 Astounding Science Fiction serial GUNNER CADE
by Cyril Judd is offered from Simon and Schuster at $2.75.
the editor
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